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ASB’s student activity fee
increase expands club funds

VISUAL COURTESY: UM PUBLIC RELATIONS

AI rendering of the Jim and Thomas Duff Center for Science and
Technology Innovation.

New STEM building set
to open in fall 2024
MARY BOYTE

thedmnews@gmail.com
GRAPHIC COURTESY: SEDLEY NORMAND

HAL FOX

thedmnews@gmail.com

In summer 2021, the
Associated Student Body club
funding ran dry. However,
due to the recent student
activity fee increase, approved
by student vote last March,
funding for registered student
organizations has now increased

substantially with hundreds of
thousands of dollars in reserve.
“We got $406,581.79 for the
fall semester. We had to wait for
the drop period, (see) how many
students were enrolled and
how many classes they were in,
account for class switches and
(students) moving (to online
classes). Just making sure
everything was final before
we charged people,” Emily
Hawes, ASB treasurer, said.

Students walking by the
Pavillion in the past year
certainly have noticed the flurry
of construction workers and
machinery across the street next
to Hume Hall. On the dividers
surrounding the construction,
AI-rendered images depict a
giant, gleaming building with
dozens of students milling
around outside. The words
“Jim and Thomas Duff Center
SEE SAF PAGE 2 for Science and Technology
Innovation” sit above the
picture. This building has

In March 2022, ASB held
a referendum to increase the
student activity fee from a flat
$5 fee to $2 per credit hour,
which overwhelmingly passed
with 79.42% of the vote in
favor of the increase. This was
heralded as a huge victory
for ASB, especially since a
referendum for the fee increase

been 10 years in the making.
The largest universityfunded project in school
history, the Jim and Thomas
Duff Center for Science
and Technology Innovation
center has reached 50%
completion. In a press briefing
on Thursday, Oct. 6, Chad
Hunter, university associate
architect, announced that the
202,000 square-feet center will
be completed in the fall of 2023
with students stepping through
its doors starting fall 2024.
The purpose, according

SEE STEM PAGE 5

The life of collegiate musicians: How student
artists balance their time
CLAY HALE

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

With midterms wrapping
up
for
the
semester,
University of Mississippi
students are likely reminded
that
time
management
plays a key role in having a
successful college career.
Between the avalanche

of assignments, countless
deadlines and organization
meetings, students must
cautiously select what to do
with their precious free time.
For some UM scholars,
that time is spent with
headphones in their ears as
they finish production on
their latest songs. For others
in the same population,
there may be a pen and paper
in hand while they craft their
latest heartbreak ballads.

For
sophomore
Alex
Parsa,
this
hypothetical is a reality.
The
Madison,
Miss.,
native pencils in as student
by day and musician by
night. That formula seems
to be working for him, as he
has accumulated just under
1 million TikTok followers
and thousands of streams
on musical profiles like
Spotify and Apple Music.
Parsa first recognized

his musical passion six or
seven years ago — around
his freshman year of high
school — when his dad gifted
him with his first guitar.
“I had no experience
with a guitar whatsoever,”
Parsa said. “I was around
14 years old when I started,
and now I’m decent, but it
really just inspired me in the
composition aspect. I wanted
to make my own stuff.”
The
transition
to

college was a bumpy one
for Parsa in the beginning,
but he eventually settled
in and found the rhythm
to help make his musical
dreams
come
true.
“It was complicated my
freshman year (of college),”
Parsa said. “I make my
music myself basically, in

SEE MUSICIANS PAGE 6
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NEWS
SAF

continued from page 1
was unanimously approved by
the ASB senate but resoundingly
rejected by students in 2019.
Although the amount of
money in the fund is leagues
above what was there last
year, the money available to
each club has not changed.
“Last semester, the SAF
ran dry. We ran out of funds,
and that was a big problem,”
Hawes said. “Registered student
organizations are eligible for
up to $6,000 a semester. There
was talk about changing it to
$10,000, but we kind of just
want to build back up a cushion
and make sure that everyone
who requests funds gets funds.

We wanted to have one trial run
semester keeping it at $6,000.
Extra funds from the fall will
push over into the spring.”
The ASB Treasury conducts
funding orientation sessions
with RSOs before they are
eligible to withdraw funds.
Representatives
from
229
registered
student
organizations have attended
a funding orientation so far
this semester, Hawes said.
“That number is a rough
estimate of how many RSOs are
eligible at the moment because
several of those representatives
attended on behalf of more
than one organization, and
some organizations had more
than one representative attend
on their behalf,” Hawes said.
ASB has already distributed
$36,755.03 to RSOs so far this

semester, as well as an additional
$4,965.31 for diversity, equity
and inclusion efforts, for
which each RSO is allotted
up to $2,000 each semester.
Funding is typically allowed for
events that are open to the public.
“You can request $6,000
for every category of funding,
except for closed events that
are members only. We wanted
to make sure that more of
the money was going to open
events that anybody could go
to and not students that were
already previously members
of a club,” Hawes said.
Beyond individual allocations
to clubs, ASB has introduced a
separate pool of funds for large
events that clubs want to hold on
campus, making funding more
accessible for any club that wants
to hold a campus-wide event.

“Now, large scale funding is
separate from your $6,000, a
separate competitive fund that
we’ve allocated more funds to
this year,” Hawes said. “All you
have to do to qualify for funding
for a large-scale event is prove
that you’re expecting more
than 100 non-club members to
come. There is no max funding
allotment for large-scale events.”
However,
some
clubs
disproportionately
rely
on
funding categories that have
been restricted by ASB this
year, including the University
of Mississippi’s Model United
Nations club. The Model UN team
travels to New York each year to
participate in the National Model
United Nations tournament,
held at the United Nations
Headquarters in Manhattan.
Last summer, a group of Model

UN members also traveled
to Geneva, Switzerland, to
participate in a tournament at the
United Nations Office at Geneva.
“We wanted to make sure
that this (funding) was more
inclusive, but we also didn’t want
to bring about the demise of
clubs that depended on the full
$6,000 in those categories. So we
added a clause, the cap is $2,000
(for travel expenses) unless your
club is dependent on those funds
or is a travel/competition based
organization, then you can get
the full $6,000,” Hawes said.
ASB is also providing
reimbursements to registered
student
organizations.
However, there are limits on
when
reimbursements
are
available.
Reimbursements
also have to first be approved
and amount to $250 or less.

Jackson Avenue Center resumes operations after
chemical fire
DALTON BURROWS

thedmnews@gmail.com

The small chemical fire that
broke out at the Jackson Avenue
Center on Monday upended Jenny
Hurdle’s day as director of Testing
Services. She came back from her
lunch break and saw the entire
building had been evacuated.
“All
of
my
coworkers
were outside,” Hurdle said.
“Human
resources,
general
services, everyone was there.”
At first, she believed it to
be a drill that she was unaware
of, but as soon as the waves of
emergency vehicles began to
speed into the parking lot, she
became aware that something
more serious was happening.
The fire in the chemistry
lab was caused when a student
knocked over a container of
highly flammable chemicals next
to an open bunsen burner. The
fire was rapidly extinguished,
but there was still a threat from
the toxic gasses and smoke
that were present and needed
to be ventilated from the area.
The 911 call was placed at
12:40 p.m., and Oxford Fire
Department Station 1’s Engine

4 was on the scene at 12:41
p.m. The Oxford fire crew
arrived on the scene before the
University Police Department.
The crews of Engine 4, Truck
4, Rescue 3 and Truck 1 were
greeted at the scene by a faculty
member who said that he was
supervising the chemistry lab
when the fire started. Immediately
after, crew members put on
their self-contained breathing
apparatus, also known as “tanks,”
and entered the building under
the information that this was
to be treated as a chemical fire.
Oxford Fire Department
Battalion Chief Larry McKinney
oversees crew operations on a
day-to-day basis. This includes
manning the battalion truck and
filing reports of fires or incidents
requiring any truck on the scene.
“Basically when we got there,
we knew that our main priority was
ventilating the area,” McKinney
said. “The crews put on their
tanks and went in to evacuate the
building and begin ventilation.”
The two teams present
from Station 1 and Station 4
entered from opposite ends of
the building to do a clean and
thorough sweep of the area.
After making sure the

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Jackson Avenue Center.
building was properly evacuated,
the crew identified that the fire
was already fully extinguished
by the time they had got
there with a fire extinguisher.
“Once we realized it was a
chemical fire, we put on our
tanks and proceeded to clear the
building as we’re supposed to do,”
Thweete said. “We knew that our
priority was to clear the building.”

Once the building was
properly evacuated, the fire
department began the ventilation
process to clear the possibly
airborne toxic fumes and smoke
that was visible and had filled the
lab. The fire department closed
off the building to the public for
the rest of the day on Monday.
The Testing Center, under
the direction of Hurdle, has fully

recovered. Testing appointments
that were upended by the fire
have also been rescheduled.
The University of Mississippi
sent out multiple alerts about the
building’s closure via email around
3 p.m. The Jackson Avenue
Center was closed for ventilation
by the Oxford Fire Department
and was reopened for regular
use on Tuesday, Oct. 11, at 8 a.m.

YEARBOOK
SPONSORS 2022-23
Pricing:

Deadline: MONDAY, NOV 21
In order to have your organization featured in this year's
book, we ask that you please meet this deadline!

(Checks Preferred)

Contract, Payment, Photos, and Text

-Blurb.......................$45
-Half Page...............$250
-Whole Page...........$300
-Two Pages.............$450

Request a Yearbook Photographer:

Checks:

If you would like a yearbook photographer to take your
sponsor page photos, please contact us via email
(businesstheolemiss@gmail.com) by Friday, Nov 11.

Organizations should visit the Student Media Center
(located within Bishop Hall) to drop off checks.

What we need:

Contact: Anaiah Wright

businesstheolemiss@gmail.com
(601) 490-3794
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University increases support for student parents
ISABELLE FROST

thedmnews@gmail.com

Affordable
child
care
is a major concern for
student parents that was
exacerbated by the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The
expense of child care can
often be crippling, and the
lack of child care providers
makes
it
even
harder.
To help parents in the
university community combat
this concern, the Department
of Human Resources is
offering child care help
sessions to employees and
students on Oct. 19 and Nov.
16 at the Jackson Avenue
Center. These sessions will
help parents determine if
they are eligible for funds
under the new Mississippi
Child Care Payment Program.
“The university is working
on several fronts to support
parents on campus. While we
work to expand early learning
and child care opportunities
on our campus, we are
connecting our student and
employee parents to existing
resources,” UM work-life
resources program manager
Lynn Wilkins said. “At our
child care help sessions, we
meet one-on-one with students
and employees who need help
with child care expenses to
determine whether they’re
eligible for state funds, and
then we help folks apply.”
The Child Care Payment
Program, which is federally
funded, gives Mississippi
parents the option to pay
a monthly co-payment fee
rather than the full cost
of
monthly
child
care.
Qualified parents are able

to provide their child with
care for a more affordable
price, rather than paying
the full cost out of pocket.
“A single parent of
one child can make up to
$38,000 and still be eligible
to receive support for child
care

expenses
from the
Mississippi
Child Care
Payment
Program,
and the income
threshold increases
with the size of the family.
Any parent/guardian who
meets the income threshold
can apply, no matter their
gender or marital status,”
according to a UM Today
email sent by the university.
According to an article
published by NPR, 34% of
families with young children
are facing serious problems
finding child care when
adults need to work. The
poll also found that in the
last few months, 44% of
households with children
under age 18 have been facing
serious financial problems.
That figure jumps to 63%
for Black families and 59%
for
Latino
households.
“We have student parents
at all levels of the student
experience: graduate and
undergraduate,
college-

aged
and
nontraditional.
After a series of roundtable
conversations with student
parents last spring, we know
that child care is the
main obstacle

t o
student
parents
working
to stay in school, be
successful and graduate, but
it’s not the only one,” UM
work-life resources program
manager Lynn Wilkins said.
Wilkins
also
stated
that having the support of
your peers is important.
“Finding support and
peers who understand what
the student parent experience
is like is also important, so
student parents have come
together to form the UM
Student Parent Association.
The UMSPA gathers student
parents to build community
and support and help the
university understand and
prioritize needs,” she said.
Casiah Watson, a senior
computer science major, is
one of those student parents.
“UMSPA has given
me the community I have
been looking for because

traditional college students
do not really understand
my situation,” Watson
said. “With

UMSPA,
I am able
to meet
other college
students
who are
also parents
and can share
experiences and
advice. I’m not just
responsible for taking care of
myself, but also my daughter,
which adds another layer of
complexity to college life.”
Watson also described
some
of
the
struggles
that student parents face.
“Student parents not only
have to balance school and
work, but also our child, who
inevitably comes first. We
have to make child care
arrangements,
which
is
really tough in Oxford. Also,
before we get to Oxford, (we
have to) find housing that
doesn’t make you purchase a
whole 2-3 bedroom apartment
unit at $1,200 a month
because you have a kid,”
Watson
said.
Watson
believes
the
university itself offered her
little support during her time
as a student. She instead
posits that professors and
success coaches were the
most supportive when she
became a student parent.
“I don’t feel as though

the university has really
helped student parents,” she
said. “I became a student
parent in the beginning of
the spring semester of my
freshman year, and if it
wasn’t for the professors that
reached out when I dropped
their classes, I wouldn’t be
graduating in the spring.”
According to Watson, the
university should bring back
family housing to help make
it easier for student parents
to find convenient and
affordable accommodations.
The university should also
expand the Willie Price
Preschool to accept younger
children, so more student
parents can have access
to on-campus child care.
While
imperfect,
the
university is working on
several fronts to increase
support for parents on
campus. In addition to the
child care help sessions,
the university now offers
several
lactation
stations
on campus. These stations
make breastfeeding more
convenient and accessible
to parents. There are two
Mamava Lactation Pods —
one located in the Student
Union, the other in the
Pavilion. Other breastfeeding
spaces are available around
campus to create a safer space
for breastfeeding parents. The
list of each space is available
on the UM Department of
Human Resources website.
“The goal is to support
our student and employee
parents in ways that make it
easier for them to choose UM
and to advance academically
and professionally, and, in
the process, we’ll make UM
an
even
family-friendlier
campus,”
Wilkins
said.
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UM panhellenic community raises more than
$200,000 for charity
ALYSSA CONRAD

thedmnews@gmail.com

Members of each University of
Mississippi sorority participated
in a dance competition on
Oct. 6 and raised more than
$245,000 for Court Appointed
Special Advocates of North
Mississippi (CASA), the largest
sum the event has ever raised.
CASA is an organization
with a mission to utilize trained,
court-appointed
community
volunteers to advocate for abused
and neglected children. They
strive to provide each child with
a safe and permanent home.
CASA Encore, one of the
biggest fundraising efforts put on
by the organization, is a four-week
event on campus that ends with a
dance competition between the
sororities. Over the weeks, each
sorority also competes to raise
money for the organization and
to get people to donate blood.
The event has provided CASA
with the funds to grow their
programs and add more services.
“It has allowed us to help
more children and expand into
a new building where we can
visit with the children in our new
visitation playroom,” Erin Smith,
founding executive director of
CASA of North Mississippi, said.
“We have a computer room that

will be a space for children to
get tutoring, apply for jobs and
colleges and complete their
GED program when needed.”
CASA Encore was founded
by the Kappa Alpha Theta
sorority at the university as
Theta Encore. After the UM
chapter disbanded in 2018,
the panhellenic community
renamed the event CASA Encore.
The event has become
a tradition at UM, with
chapters of the panhellenic
community
participating
for more than 20 years.
Sororities hold dance practices
for weeks leading up to the event
and encourage the rest of the
UM community to participate
by donating money and blood
to the cause, as well as buying a
ticket to watch the competition.
This year, Kappa Delta won
the dance competition portion
of CASA Encore. Kappa Kappa
Gamma came in second place
and Delta Gamma came in third.
Delta Gamma won the overall
CASA
Encore
competition
with the highest number of
points in total. These points
came from a combination of
the dance competition, amount
of money raised and number
of people who donated blood
on behalf of Delta Gamma.
“Being able to raise so
much money for such an
important cause while also

PHOTO COURTESY: OLE MISS YEARBOOK

Delta Gamma celebrates winning the overall CASA Encore competition on Oct. 6.

having so much fun just shows
how amazing CASA is,” Delta
Gamma freshman and criminal
justice major Molly Hardy said.
The three sororities who
raised the largest amount of
money for CASA of North
Mississippi are Pi Beta Phi with
$54,512, Delta Gamma with
$52,869 and Alpha Phi with

$21,261. The grand total raised by
the entire panhellenic community
was
just
over
$245,000.
The funds raised are of great
benefit to the children and
families who receive help from
CASA of North Mississippi.
“Our goals are always to raise
awareness about what we do and
hope that we have moved someone

enough for them to want to be
involved with our organizationb
because we can’t do the work wem
do without volunteers,” Smitho
said. “We hope we achieveds
that goal. It’s not just about them
money, but about getting our
mission out to those who mayc
not know what we do. We couldf
not do that without this event.”s

c
o
k
• Former Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
a
• Practiced at his privately owned law firm for 45 consecutive years - located at a

the same place, being the Oxford Square, Downtown, Oxford, Mississippi.
• Taught the Mississippi DUI Law and 5 different Criminal Law and Criminal
Procedure courses each and every semester at the University of Mississippi
for 29 consecutive years.
• A member of the Chancellor’s Trust at the University of Mississippi since
1981.
• Former Municipal Prosecutor for the City of Oxford, Mississippi for over 6
years.
• Former Municipal Court Judge for the City of Oxford, Mississippi for 8
years.
• Former Vice President and President of the Lafayette County Bar
Association; member of the Mississippi Bar Association, etc.
• Appointed by the Mississippi State Bar to the Mississippi Commission on
Attorney Ethics and Attorney Violations of the Canon of Ethics and All
Mandatory Rules concerning the Practice of Law. Occupied the positions of
Vice Chairman and Chairman and served for 18 years.
• A Founding Member of the National College for DUI Defense conducted at
Harvard Law School.
• Selected as one of the Top 50 DUI Attorneys in Mississippi by the National
Advocacy for DUI Defense.
• Selected as one of the Top 10 Best Attorneys of Mississippi in for Client
Satisfaction Award by the American Institute of DUI/DWI Attorneys.
• Selected as one of the Top 100 Trial Lawyers by the National Trial Lawyers
Organization.
• Recipient of the DISTINGUISHED AWARD OF MERIT for 1989 from
the Mississippi State Bar given to one Attorney in the State each year for
outstanding contributions to the practice of law.
• Voted “Best Attorney in Oxford, Mississippi” in the Grove’s Choice Awards.
• Member of the American Association of Premier DUI Attorneys
• Member of the National League of Renowned Attorneys - Top 1%
• Awarded the United States Congressional Medal of Distinction by RNCC.
• Member of the American Jurist Institute - Top 10 DUI/DWI Attorney for
Mississippi
• Member of the American Society of Legal Advocates - Top 100 Criminal
Defense Lawyers in the State of Mississippi
• Selected by the Attorney and Practice Magazine as one of Mississippi’s Top
10 Attorneys, et cetera.
Listing of these previously mentioned areas of practice does not indicate any certification of expertise therein.
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Brown Family Dairy to continue providing Oxford’s
favorite milk

ELLE MUIRHEAD

thedmnews@gmail.com

When Oxford’s Brown Family
Dairy announced via Facebook
in late September that they
were shutting down the dairy
side of their business, there was
an outcry of shock and sorrow.
“This loss will be felt so
deeply,” Amy Smoot said in a
comment. “Thank you, BFD
Family. What you have given
our community is priceless.”
Then 10 days later, in
another Facebook post, an
unexpected
announcement
came: Brown Family Diary
would
continue
producing
milk, just not distributing it.
Owner Billy Ray Brown
said that although longtime
loyal customers understood
their decision to scale back
their milk delivery business,
they
were
crestfallen.
“I had over 200 phone calls
and texts from families, and I
had two grown men cry to me
because their children needed the
milk for health reasons because
of the way it’s processed,” Brown
said. “So I thought, dadgummit,
maybe we can just do a little bit.”
Initially, they had decided to
continue producing beef and pork
for the family’s butcher shop but
stop dairy production altogether.
“Between the gas and the feed
cost rising, it just was not penciling
out anymore,” Brown said. “That
kind of growth, all the running,
all the maintenance, 1,000 miles
a week — it wasn’t worth it.”
But after realizing how
much the loss of their product
would impact the community,
they decided to keep milking.
“We made the announcement
we were gonna quit, and I

thought we were,” Brown
said. “Then about two Sunday
mornings ago, I had a little bit of
an emotional breakdown. Just
thinking to myself, ‘Gosh, what
can I do to keep doing this.’”
Although they were already
in the process of shutting down
the dairy, Brown had continued
researching several other farms
that had scaled back their dairy
production and found some ideas
worth trying. He decided to milk
their now smaller herd of cows
once a day instead of twice and
only sell the bottled product at
the farm store, located at 943
Mississippi Highway 334, and
the Hernando Farmers Market.
Heading into the second week
of this new approach, Brown says
it was a great move for the family.
“I have less stress on me than
I’ve ever had,” he said. “And
triple the amount of sales in the
store. … Thursday, we had the
most sales in the store we’ve ever
had — the ones that want it are
coming out in waves to get it.”
Holly Jubera is one of the loyal
customers who plans to head to
the farm to purchase the milk, a
household staple for her family.
Her son Bobby lived the first
seven years of his life refusing to
drink white milk, but everything
changed after a Cub Scout trip
to the farm eight years ago.
“(Brown) opened up this jug
of milk, gave the boys little Dixie
water cups and poured each of
them a glass of white milk, just
white cow’s milk,” Jubera said.
“Bobby gulped that thing down,
and then without even blinking an
eye, he looked at (Brown) and said,
‘Can I have more please?’ The boy
that doesn’t drink regular milk,
that refuses to drink anything
but chocolate milk … I think
Bobby had three or four glasses
of milk right there, in that barn.”

STEM BUILDING

continued from page 1
to Hunter, is to increase the
number of science, technology,
engineering and math students
at the university and enhance
their educational experience.
Kurt Shettles, president and
CEO of McCarthy Architects,
echoed
this
sentiment.

“(The
goal)
was
to
increase the STEM majors
that enhance literacy for
Mississippi
students,”
Shettles said. “That was the
drive from the very get-go.”
Chris Cullin, an architect
with McCarthy Architects, is
the “boots on the ground guy,”
according to Shettles. Cullin and
his team of hundreds of workers
often come onto campus at 5 a.m.
to begin a day’s work. Materials

Prepare for
Power Outages
& Save Money
PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated
solar + battery storage system, stores
solar energy that can power your whole
home during utility power outages and
save you money on your electric bill.

PHOTO COURTESY: BILLY RAY BROWN

Billy Ray Brown stands next to his cow, Oscar.
From that day forward, Bobby
refused to drink any white milk
that wasn’t “Farmer Brown’s
milk.” Jubera has been buying
it from Larson’s Cash Saver
for almost 10 years. Though
initially heartbroken to imagine
a life without Farmer Brown’s
milk, Jubera learned during
our conversation that she could
still buy it at the farm store. Her
mind was immediately made up.
“Looks like I’m going to the
farm,” she said. “I may go today.”
Billy Ray Brown, son of
beloved Oxford literary legend
Larry Brown, got the idea to
add a dairy to the family beef
cattle farm almost 13 years ago.
In 2009, the family opened the
dairy and has been producing
milk ever since. Even though
Brown Family Dairy won’t be
delivering their dairy products
to local stores anymore, there is
still one location in Oxford where
it can be found: the Luv Shak.

Owner Dennis Van Oostendorp
said the Sunday bagel menu just
wouldn’t be the same without
BFD’s chocolate milk, so he’s
making weekly trips to the farm.
“I go out there and get it
myself, usually once a week,” Van
Oostendorp said. “And if I don’t
get out there by the end of the
week, I’ll see him Saturday at the
farmers market and get it then.”
Van Oostendorp has been
selling half gallons of chocolate
milk from Brown Family Dairy
since the farm started producing
it, and it has become a menu
staple as the “Best Dang Chocolate
Milk.” No matter what bagel
someone may order, he said
there’s usually always one thing
for sure: They’re also asking for
a half gallon of chocolate milk.
“They could get a ham, egg
and cheese (bagel) or sausage,
egg and cheese (bagel), but
they always get a chocolate
milk,” Van Oostendorp said.

Though
they’ve
pivoted
away from milk delivery, Brown
Family Dairy has added a new
product to their product menu:
ice cream. An idea spearheaded by
Shane Brown, Billy Ray Brown’s
brother, Brown Family Dairy has
started selling the product to local
grocers like Larson’s Cash Saver.
Jody Beck opened Common
Ground Coffee Bar in 2020 and
has used Brown Family Dairy
products since the first day of
business. Though saddened by
the loss of their milk, he’s excited
for a new way to continue to
work with the Brown family.
“I’m probably going to get
another (large cooler) and sell their
ice cream,” Beck said. “Their stuff is
good and I love supporting them.”
But until then, if you’re still
looking to get your Brown Family
Dairy fix, you can visit the store
on the farm, Larson’s or get a
half gallon of chocolate milk with
your Sunday bagel at Luv Shak.

for the building are kept in a
lot next to the South Campus
Recreational
Center
and
transported onto campus before
students arrive in the morning.
The building will be five
stories with a four-story-tall
window-filled student hub as
its central feature. Labs serve
as the building blocks and
combine with large lecture halls
to create what Cullin called
a “destination building” that
will be available to students
morning
through
night.
The center will also feature
a success center on the second
floor for one-on-one tutoring
and study sessions. A food

service component will be placed
on the first floor of the student
hub. Other features include
offices and a 3D visualization lab.
The Walk of Champions,
connecting the Grove to the bell
tower plaza outside VaughtHemingway Stadium, will pass
directly by the Duff Center.
McCarthy Architects, with
offices in Tupelo and Flora,
has also been working with a
design partner, Ellenzweig, an
architecture firm in Boston,
which Cullin said often uses
the innovative designs of
the Jim and Thomas Duff
Center during presentations
to
other
architects.

“You’re not going to
duplicate Ole Miss,” Cullin said.
The building, according
to Shettles, will be 70%
carbon neutral, meaning the
construction of the building
won’t contribute to emissions
of greenhouse gases. Cullins
also
said
the
building
meets the Americans with
Disabilities Act standards.
Cullin
and
his
crew
will continue to construct
the building so that STEM
students can start utilizing
its many features in 2024.
“This building is your
building, so we want you
to enjoy it,” Cullin said.
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continued from page 1
my closet. But in my dorm,
I couldn’t have that because
it’s such an open space. I had
neighbors and stuff like that.
I was living with a person, so
it’s not like I could just record
whenever I wanted to. So I
kept all my equipment at home
three hours away and basically
went every other weekend.”
Those
long
bi-weekly
drives
showcase
Parsa’s
determination to make his
dreams come true. He is
consistently dropping new
music, including his debut
album that dropped in August
2021, “Something Different.”
Similarly, former Jackson
resident and now UM senior
Kirsten Busby just finished
celebrating the first birthday
of her debut single, “BELLED.”
Busby has built quite the
musical resume. One of her
most notable accomplishments
is being a 2022 finalist for
Mississippi Songwriter of the
Year, hosted by Boswell Media.
Busby
performed
her
most recent single, “Happy
Birthday,” for the audience
on June 25 at The MAX in
Meridian. She says that she
wrote the upbeat, breakup
anthem in just five minutes and
that the track is her favorite
to perform for an audience.
“The crowd was laughing by
the first line, so I stopped the
song because I thought that
something was wrong. But they
were just laughing at the song,”
Busby said. “These ladies (in
the crowd) were going ‘cuss

him, cuss him — keep going’
and then they all bought my
song on iTunes, so it was fun.”
The Delta Gamma sorority
member
confesses
that
things have been heating up
for her this semester, and
that makes it more difficult
for her to be as creatively
present as she wants to be.
“I’m putting music on
the back burner for a second
because I’m an audiology major
and in the honors college,
so I’m writing a thesis and
doing research,” Busby said.
Just
because
Busby
is buckling down on her
undergraduate studies does
not mean she is not sneaking
music into her daily activities.
“I work with kids with
PHOTO COURTESY: ALEX PARSA
cochlear
implants
and
teach them how to speak, UM sophomore Alex Parsa has accumulated thousands of streams on Spotify and Apple Music.
and I actually integrate
music
therapy
into
my
programs,”
Busby
said.
Busby revealed that she has
been in touch with a well-known
producer that could help give
her the push in the direction
of music that she wants to go.
As for Parsa, he says that he’s
plotting his steps to release
his next project, which he
says is “the real good stuff.”
Though
the
two
are
anything but similar in music
styles — Parsa takes on more
of a hip-hop/R&B sound while
Busby is more country rock
— they hold the similar trait
that music is very important
in their lives, even when
school starts to get chaotic.
The duo echoed that practice
is important to reaching
success — whether it be to
PHOTO COURTESY: KIRSTEN BUSBY
become a state-recognized
lyricist, like Busby, or an online UM senior Kirsten Busby celebrates the first birthday of her debut single, “BELLED.”
phenomenon,
like
Parsa.

Rowan Oak hosts an evening under the stars
CLAIRE REYNOLDS

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

The
University
of
Mississippi Museum celebrates
its 10th annual Friends of the
Museum Harvest Supper at
historic Rowan Oak today.
An invitation to Harvest
Supper is a ticket to an evening
of music performed by the
University of Mississippi’s Steel
Orchestra, dinner catered by
A&N Catering with appetizers
and desserts from Tallahatchie
Gourmet, and a live art
auction featuring pieces from
renowned Mississippi artists.
The sold-out event is
expected to host 650 guests.
While the evening sounds
rather
impressive,
it
is
ultimately a casual evening
filled with communion and
an appreciation for the arts.
“They wanted the event to
be casual, fun and more open
than formal,” Ann Brock, the
event publicity chair, said.
To further emphasize the
fellowship of the annual feast,
the planning committee has
made the art that is available for

auction at the physical dinner
available for virtual bidding.
They will be up for auction until
9 p.m. on the day of the event.
“Because the event is
always sold out, the Friends of
the Museum wanted to allow
anyone to bid on the art,” Brock
said. “The art is on display at
the museum, so anyone can
go see the artwork in person
and then virtually raise their
paddle in bidding on the
Harvest Supper 2022 website.”
A 10-year tradition is quite
a feat for an organization
to successfully orchestrate.
“The event is so successful,
and it is a wonderful venue for
the museum,” Brock said. “Plus,
it’s fun to do. It’s fun to work
on the event. It’s fun to think
of new and different artists.
(The museum) has a wonderful,
unique approach to the artists
because they like to have those
artists who are represented in
galleries and those who have
a presence in the art world.”
The annual Friends of
the Museum Harvest Supper
brings the spotlight to the
artists
and
donors
that
make the museum possible.

PHOTO COURTESY: UNIVERSITY MUSEUM

Attendees of the Friends of the Museum Harvest Supper enjoy a night of food and various art mediums
under the stars on Oct. 21, 2021.
“It’s just a wonderful event
that showcases the talent
of musicians from North
Mississippi, the food of North
Mississippi and Mississippi

artists… and it’s just a casual
fun evening that raises money
for the University Museum,
which in itself is just a
fabulous jewel,” Brock said.

To bid on the artwork for
auction at the Harvest Supper,
as well as find more information
on the event, visit the Harvest
Supper
2022
website.
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Beyond the bounds of brass: Canadian Brass
CAROLINE MCCUTCHEN
thedmfeatures@gmail.com

From renditions of classical
pieces to intricately crafted
compositions, musical quintet
Canadian
Brass
displayed
a wide range of talent at
the Ford Center on Oct. 8.
Over their 52 years of existence,
the chamber group has received 2
Grammy nominations, 16 Juno
nominations and received the
German Echo Award for Goldberg
Variations. Their newest album,
“Canadiana,” showcases an array
of Canadian superstars including
Joni Mitchell, k.d. Lang, Bruce
Cockburn, Drake and DeadMau5.
“If you said the Canadian
Brass represented the ‘gold
standard’ among brass quintets,
you’d be right on the mark,” NPR
musicsaid.“Aside from performing
on 24K gold-plated instruments,
the group, led by its avuncular
tuba master (and sole original
member) Chuck Daellenbach,
essentially put the idea of the
brass quintet on the map.”
The ensemble takes pride
in immersing audiences in a
musical experience, hoping to
ignite a passion for brass music
that reverberates around the
world. From “Penny Lane’’ to
“Brandenburg No. 3,” Canadian

Brass delighted its audience
with a flawless interchange of
phrases brimming with a sense
of spontaneity and excitement.
To the surprise and delight of
the audience, Jeff Nelsen’s golden
horn erupted in a stream of flames.
In a dixieland tuba feature titled
“Tuba Tiger Rag,” Daellenbach
accomplished the incredible feat
of spinning his tuba 360 degrees
while holding a single note.
“The
hallmark
of
any
Canadian Brass performance
is entertainment, spontaneity,
virtuosity and, most of all, fun
— but never at the expense of
the music,” Canadian Brass
said on its website. “Whatever
the style, the music is central
and performed with utmost
dedication, skill and excellence.”
Each piece was prefaced with
anecdotes and personal accounts
that added a layer of personality
and connection to the concert.
“We’ve created ballets, played
Carnegie Hall, toured China
during its 1977 reopening and
performed in front of five prime
ministers, but most importantly,
(we’ve) performed for more than
10 million friends, family and
audiences worldwide so far,”
Daellenbach said in the Ford
Center program for the event.
Throughout
the
riveting
performance, the musical group
highlighted
the
importance

of connection both among
themselves and with the audience.
The value and significance assigned
to each member of the group
was apparent as each performer
presented
virtuosic
solos
celebrated by the brass quintet.
As the nuanced timbres of
each
instrument
combined,
a uniform sound flooded the
Ford Center and entranced
the audience in an engrossing
experience. The all-brass chamber
group concluded the invigorating
performance with a rendition of
“Beale Street Blues” that struck a
chord with the audience as they
joined in the rousing melody.
“It is so rejuvenating to attend
a classical music concert that is
both of exceptional quality and
entertaining for the audience,”
said Bobby Onsby, a sophomore
and music education major at
the University of Mississippi.
Canadian Brass stands as
the cornerstone of exploration
and innovation in the art of
brass music. By placing more
than 1 million Canadian Brass
quintet repertoire books in the
hands of students from around
the world, the ensemble actively
promotes musical literacy and
knowledge for a new generation.
“Education plays a key role in
the story of Canadian Brass and
each member is uniquely attuned
to training the next generation of

PHOTO COURTESY: KATE MEACHAM

(Left to Right) Canadian Brass members Caleb Hudson (trumpet),
Brandon Ridenour (trumpet), Chuck Daellenbach (tuba), Jeff Nelson
(horn) and Achilles Liarmakopoulos (trombone).
players,” said the Ford Center’s
program and the group’s website.
“On their travels around the
world, they often pause for master
classes and are more than happy
to work with students and young
audiences, said Canadian Brass.”

Following their performance,
Canadian Brass held a master
class on Friday at the David H.
Nutt Auditorium and shared
their expertise and professional
experience with the University of
Mississippi student brass quintet.

Shining a light on ‘Another Side of Tennessee Williams’
WILL JONES

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Theatre Oxford began its
fall season with the production
of “Another Side of Tennessee
Williams,” a tribute to one of
Mississippi’s greatest writers,
at the historic Powerhouse
Community
Arts
Center.
The show, which ran from
Thursday, Oct. 6, to Saturday, Oct.
8, premiered to a great response,
as audiences were provided a
glimpse into a different facet of
the famed playwright’s canon.
Williams is best known for
shaping the southern gothic
genre, through the likes of “A
Streetcar Named Desire” and

“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” which
are often considered some
of the greatest melodramas
in
theatrical
history.
He also contained an
indelible sense of humor
and wit, which the cast and
crew of “Another Side…”
remained eager to explore.
“I love that these plays are not
typical of Tennessee Williams,
and yet they are very Tennessee
Williams,”
Jack
Barbera,
director of “The Dog Enchanted
by the Divine View,” said.
“The Dog Enchanted…” was
the first of four short plays in the
two-hour event. The remaining
comedy
works
performed
included “The Pretty Trap (A
Comedy in One Act),” directed
by Joe Atkins, as well as “The
Case of the Crushed Petunias”

and “Mister Paradise,” both
directed by Karen Kohlhaas.
The elegantly produced plays
garnered big laughs throughout,
as the charismatic cast — a deft
mixing of local newcomers and
veteran actors — highlighted
Williams’
unmistakable
charm
and
playfulness.
“It was wonderful diving into
a piece that felt very personal to
Tennessee,” Courtney Dane Mize,
who played the lead role in “The
Case of the Crushed Petunias,”
said. “Much like his other works,
you can see a lot of his character
and personality shine through.”
While regarded for his
aforementioned
self-serious
stories, Williams was never afraid
to poke fun at himself. The actors
emphasized this buoyancy with
the utmost commitment, even

going so far as to confidently
break the fourth wall at points.
Yet, the plays still contain
engaging
dramatic
subtext
and
Williams’
uncanny
feel for history, creating an
important,
timely
dialogue
between artist and audience.
“Today the world is interested
in gunpowder. Poetry cannot
compete with the sound of bursting
shells,” the titular character
said in “Mister Paradise.”
Moments like these transform
seemingly
timeless
works
into
timely
conversations.
“Lighthearted
does
not
mean lightweight,” Barbera
said.
“(The
plays)
speak
powerfully to our hearts when
countries are threatened by
rising forces of repression.”
Williams’ poeticism and

intelligencemakesso-calledminor
works feel major, and the series
beautifully honored his legacy.
Theatre Oxford also honored
the legacy of the late Colby
Kullman, a professor of English
at the University of Mississippi
and an invaluable contributor
to Oxford community arts.
Receptions were held in honor of
Colby before the show each night.
“His extensive knowledge of
theater, passion for community
and ability to foster growth
enhanced Theatre Oxford and
the greater theater community,”
Kate
Hooper,
president
of
Theatre
Oxford,
said.
For more information on
“Another Side of Tennessee
Williams,”
as
well
as
upcoming shows, visit the
Theatre
Oxford
website.
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Sports
Ole Miss tight end likely out for the season
AIDAN GALLARDO

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss offense just
took a major hit to the chest
as tight end Michael Trigg is
likely going to miss the rest
of the season due to a broken
collarbone he suffered in last
week’s game against Vanderbilt.
First reported by Chuck
Rounsaville of On3 Sports, the
injury appeared to happen at the
2:40 mark of the third quarter.
Quarterback Jaxson Dart
threw the ball down the middle
of the field to connect with
Trigg for a big gain. Trigg
caught the ball and he was
tackled with all of the pressure
going towards his right clavicle.
It didn’t look too serious with
the way Trigg got up and ran off
the field, but unfortunately, that
was not the case. As soon as he
ran towards the sideline, his
right arm was hanging down
from his body, and you could
tell that he couldn’t move it.
On Monday, head coach
Lane Kiffin was asked about
any updates on Trigg’s injury,
and he refused to give out
the information to the public.

“We don’t really have any
public injury information
like always,” Kiffin said.
There’s
currently
no
“official”
timetable
for
Trigg’s return but generally,
a
broken
collarbone
can
take anywhere from six to
eight weeks to fully heal.
The best case scenario is
that Trigg can return during the
last week of the regular season
when Ole Miss faces Mississippi
State for the Egg Bowl. That’s
if everything goes as planned,
and Trigg is 100% ready to go.
Trigg, an offseason transfer
from the University of Southern
California, was having a solid
season with the Rebels. The
sophomore tight end had 17
receptions for 156 yards and three
touchdowns, with an average
of 9.2 yards per reception.
Again, the absence of Trigg
HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
will be devastating for the Ole
Miss offense. But it’s all about Tight end Michael Trigg (left) and running back Quinshon Judkins (right) celebrate after a touchdown by
that next man up mentality. Look
Judkins during Ole Miss’ season opener against Troy on Sept. 3.
for tight end Casey Kelly to
take the majority of the snaps
at tight end for the Rebels.
Ole
Miss
will
host
Auburn at Vaught-Hemingway
Stadium on Saturday, Oct.
15, at 11 a.m. CDT on ESPN.

Ole Miss looks to take care of business at home
against Auburn
ANNA GRACE BOWLING
thedmsports@gmail.com

After a weekend spent
in Music City, the Ole Miss
Rebels (6-0, 2-0 SEC) head
home and get ready for an
SEC matchup against the
Auburn Tigers (3-3, 1-2 SEC).
It is no surprise that
true-freshman
running
back
Quinshon
Judkins
had another great game
against
the
Vanderbilt
Commodores. Judkins was
responsible for the majority
of the rushing touchdowns
that were scored during the
second half of the game.
Along
with
Judkins,
running back Zach Evans
had 80 yards rushing and 11
carries on the field, making
him the most notable rushing
player for the Rebels during
the game. If these two
offensive players can keep
the fire that fans and coaches
have seen all year, there is
no doubt that Ole Miss will
defeat Auburn on Saturday.
Senior receiver Jonathan
Mingo caught nine passes for
247 yards and two touchdowns,
breaking
the
university’s
record
for
receiving
yards in a single game.
The record was previously
set by Mingo’s teammate,

Elijah Moore, during the 2020
season, the last time the Rebels
visited the Commodores in
Nashville — a coincidence
behind
dedication,
talent
and
hard
work.
When Mingo was asked what
it was like to break the record,
he said, “(After a season ending
injury), a record was the least
of my worries. I was just happy
to be playing football and
helping my team get to win.”
Defensively,
the
game
against Vanderbilt was not
one of Ole Miss’ strongest.
“Vanderbilt came out with
a lot of energy. They gave
us some problems early and
they were moving the ball,”
head coach Lane Kiffin said.
It is obvious that the Rebels
have a strong bond, both on
and off the field. Kiffin’s social
HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
media presence has gotten Ole
Miss fans all over the country Malik Heath and the Ole Miss offense come off the field as fans cheer during a game against Kentucky on
excited to cheer on the Rebels, Oct. 1.
and with a sold out game this
Saturday and restaurants
already fully booked for the
weekend on the Square,
there is no doubt that the
energy in Vaught-Hemingway
Stadium
will
be
high.
Ole Miss will face the
Auburn Tigers on Saturday,
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Oct. 15, at 11 a.m. CDT.
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going to be another early
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College football pick ’em: Week 7
DM SPORTS DESK

thedmsports@gmail.com

thriller in Oxford, keeping
the
Rebels
undefeated
through
seven
weeks.

Auburn at No. 9 Ole Miss:
Lars Andersen

No. 3 Alabama at No.
6 Tennessee: Cameron
Larkin

Final Score Prediction:
Ole Miss 24, Auburn 17

Final Score Prediction:
Alabama 31, Tennessee 21

For a bowl-bound Rebels
squad looking to continue
its
dominance,
a
wildcard team like the Auburn
Tigers signals a worrisome
week for Ole Miss coaches.
Auburn, a disappointing
3-3 on the season and 1-2
against FBS opponents, has
a habit of ruining the dreams
of teams bound for a stellar
season. They pushed an SEC
champion Alabama squad to
four overtimes last season and
were one of only two teams to
defeat the Rebels during the
regular season. The other was
Nick Saban’s Crimson Tide.
So far this season, neither
of Auburn’s signal callers
have broken 1,000 passing
yards, in stark contrast to
Ole Miss quarterback Jaxson
Dart’s 1,300 yards this
season. On the ground, they
have Tank Bigsby as the
main threat, with 345 yards so
far this season, compared to
Quinshon Judkins’ 581 yards
and Zach Evans’ 469 yards.
Overall, it doesn’t seem like
there are many areas in which
Auburn is superior to the
Rebels. On the ground and
through the air, I predict a
barrage, but it’s just as likely
that Ole Miss lets their foot
off the gas and lets the game
get close. I predict a 24-17

The Crimson Tide rolls
into this game undefeated,
but the powerhouse football
program barely survived a
Texas A&M team at home last
week. So now, Saban’s team
has to travel to one of the
loudest stadiums in college
football, Neyland Stadium,
and try to put the pieces of
its national championship
puzzle
back
in
place.
On
the
other
hand,
Tennessee comes into this
game with a Top-25 win over
LSU. But, more impressively,
the Vols grabbed this win
in Baton Rouge in front of a
sold-out crowd. Quarterback
Hendon Hooker looks as
good as any player in the
nation, and he will bring that
unwavering confidence into
the game against Alabama.
We have seen cracks in
Alabama that have never
been apparent in years past:
They are playing close games,
turning the ball over and are
penalty magnets in 2022.
However, all of Alabama’s
struggles against A&M can
disappear with one simple
change: Bryce Young coming
back from an injury that kept
him out of the A&M game..
If Young plays, which I
assume he will as he was
day-to-day this week, the
Crimson Tide will come out

of Neyland 7-0, but if Jalen
Milroe is the starter again,
Tennessee’s offense will be
too much for the freshman
quarterback
to
match.
No. 10 Penn State at No. 5
Michigan: Owen Pustell
Final Score Prediction:
Michigan 35, Penn State
17
Despite
dropping
one
spot in the AP poll this week,
Michigan enters this game as
one of the best teams in the
country. Quarterback J.J.
McCarthy has been lights out
for the Wolverines, as he is
completing 78% of his passes
and has a 9:1 touchdown
to interception ratio on the
season. Look for Michigan to
open up the playbook and take
some deep shots as opposed
to the more conservative
ground game they have
been running with so far
this season. The Wolverine
pass rush should also be
a huge factor. Michigan
currently has the fifth most
sacks in the country, just
two sacks out of first place.
Penn State enters this
game after narrowly beating
a weak Northwestern squad
17-7. Offensively, the Nittany
Lions rely heavily on true
freshman running back Nick
Singleton, who leads the
team in rushing and averages
over seven yards a carry.
Penn State will likely lean on
the rushing attack to take the
edge off of the Michigan pass
rush. This game could end up
as a classic Big Ten ground n’
pound matchup if the passing
offenses can’t get going.

No. 16 Mississippi State
at No. 22 Kentucky: Caleb
Harris
Final Score Prediction:
Mississippi State 30,
Kentucky 17
The Bulldogs are coming
off two back-to-back blowout
wins, including a home victory
over Arkansas last week.
Mississippi State head coach
Mike Leach’s air raid offense
has proven to be successful
in the SEC and has helped
quarterback Will Rogers put
up some impressive numbers

that
include
breaking
an SEC record for pass
completions in a single career.
The pressure is not on
Leach’s squad but on Mark
Stoops’ Kentucky squad, a
team that was ranked in the
Top 10 just two weeks ago
before dropping two games,
a last-minute loss to Ole Miss
in Oxford and a bigger upset
loss against South Carolina at
home. Last week, Kentucky did
not play starting quarterback
Will Levis due to an injury.
The Wildcats need to get back
to how they were playing
early in the season, or it can
get ugly for Kentucky quickly.
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Mingo madness: Wide receiver earns
SEC weekly honor
AIDAN GALLARDO

Ole Miss wide receiver
Jonathan Mingo was named
the
SEC
Co-Offensive
Player of the Week after
his
record-breaking
performance in Saturday’s
52-28 victory over Vanderbilt.
Mingo finally had his
break-out game, something
that fans have been waiting
to see from him this year.
The senior had nine
catches for 247 yards and
two
touchdowns
against
the
Commodores.
He
had a staggering average
of 27.4 yards per catch,
largely due to his pair of
70-plus-yard
touchdowns.
Mingo
also
grabbed
a
career-long
receiving
touchdown with his 72-yard
catch-and-run during the late
stages of the fourth quarter.
With his 247 receiving
yards, Mingo broke the school
record for the most receiving
yards in a single game.
The previous record was
held by Elijah Moore when
he had 238 yards in 2020
against Vanderbilt as well.
“Really during the game,
I didn’t know that I had that
many yards until I had about
three or four more to go (to
break the record),” Mingo said
in the press conference after
the game. “It really wasn’t
my main focus. I’m really
just happy to be playing.”
After his junior season was
cut short because of a broken
foot he suffered during the
week of practice before the
game against Alabama, Mingo
decided to stay one more year
at Ole Miss in hopes of truly
showcasing his potential. After
last Saturday’s performance,
it’s safe to say that he has
every NFL scout’s attention.
“I just really like him as
a kid,” Ole Miss head coach
Lane Kiffin said at Monday’s
press
conference
about
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Wide reciever Jonathan Mingo jogs off the field after an Ole Miss
touchdown against Kentucky on Oct. 1.
Mingo. “He’s an awesome
leader by example. Never
says anything but just works
and
never
complains.”
Kiffin
remembered
how Mingo was trying to
play in the game against
Alabama, despite breaking
his foot earlier that week.
“I just remember the
passion he had when the guy
came out and tried to practice
for Alabama when there was
no way he was going to be
able to go and still tried,”
Kiffin said. “The tears in his
eyes and it’s just special …
when you really love football,
you practice and prepare
like this guy does. So it’s just
awesome to have around.”
Mingo is currently first in
the SEC in receptions (507)
and yards per reception
(23.05) and tied for fifth in
receiving touchdowns (3).
Mingo received a lot of
praise from his fellow wide

SUDOKU

receiver, Jordan Watkins, in
Monday’s press conference.
“I think Mingo’s such a
hard worker,” Watkins said.
“Coach (Kiffin) mentioned it
today that it’s somebody who
just comes into work every
day and kind of just puts in
the work. It’s finally good
for it to come out and just be
brought to life a little bit.”
It has now been four
straight weeks that an Ole
Miss player has received a
weekly SEC award. Quinshon
Judkins earned an award
twice, Nick Broeker and
Micah Pettus have each
earned one and now Mingo
joins his fellow Rebels
in that special category.
Who’s next in line to break
the stat sheet like Mingo did
last week? Find out Saturday,
Oct. 15, when Ole Miss faces
the Auburn Tigers at VaughtHemingway Stadium. Kickoff
is at 11 a.m. CDT on ESPN.
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OPINION
The suffocation of Blackness
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BRE’ANNA COLEMAN
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Living in Mississippi as an
African American can leave
you experiencing negative
assumptions,
different
connotations, changing views
and
many
perspectives.
Even so, you always
come back to one trait:
your race. Your Blackness
in life is inescapable but in
predominantly white spaces,
it can leave you suffocated.
Being in predominantly
Black spaces prompts you
to embrace your culture and

what makes you yourself.
Predominantly white spaces
can lead you to do the same,
but it is in a different context
and often for different
reasons. It can be tiring.
The suffocation of Blackness
isn’t the overwhelming daily life
of living as a Black man, woman
or non-binary person in spaces
where you have to strive to be
overqualified, where you’re still
unheard and overlooked. The
suffocation of Blackness is the
feeling that comes with filling
those spaces. Being a minority
in predominantly white spaces
makes you the advocate for all
Black people, the overachiever

and the most categorized.
We have all heard the famous
question in a predominantly
white space, “What do you
have to say on the topic?”
The question that makes
white peers fear eye contact
and teachers always ask to
hear your opinion, so you
can vouch for the African
American
community.
When walking in a space,
you have to be prepared at
all times. You have to have
the best clothing, proper
enunciation and the latest
update on politics, education
and other topics. When given
the opportunity to fill spaces,

you must be properly educated
since the fleeting opportunity
in itself is an “honor,” even
though your white peers are
easily given those spaces to fill.
The suffocation of Blackness
is being looked at in awe when
you score higher than your
peers, or the unmistakable
double-take reaction when you
open your mouth to speak and
articulate your perspective.
The suffocation of Blackness
is the topic being thrown at
you because it is assumed to
be a topic you know plenty
about. It is the expectation to
speak on race in every space,
conversation and situation.

While being given the
opportunity to express the
feeling of navigating life and
your perspective, there comes a
time when your Blackness isn’t
the core of who you are and all
you have to offer. People have
pages and while being Black
may seem like the whole book,
that’s merely half of the story.
So the next time you speak
with a minority, remember
that their race is important,
but that’s only the surface
level of what they have to offer.
Bre’Anna
Coleman
is a sophomore political
science from Drew, Miss.
Opinion Policies:
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Columns do not represent
the views of The University
of Mississippi or The Daily
Mississippian. The Daily
Mississippian welcomes letters
to the editor, which should be
emailed to thedmopinion@
gmail.com. Letters should be
no longer than 300 words.
They may be edited for clarity,
brevity and libel. Thirdparty letters and those with
pseudonyms or no name will
not be published. Letters are
limited to one per individual
per month. Letters should
include contact information,
including relationship to the
university, if applicable.
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